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Paolo Carpignano

Office hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, room 1209, tel: (212) 229-8903 x4052 e-mail:carpi@newschool.edu

The political economy of media

This course studies the relationship between two forms of mediation. The first is work, an activity which is said to mediate between human beings and nature. The second is communication an activity that is preeminently understood as a form of social mediation. According to a commonly held view, these two types of activity refer to two different domains of production. To work is assigned the function of fabrication of objects, to communication the production of social relations.  Associated with these notions of production are usually such concepts as “subject and object”, “interiority and exteriority”, “individual and social” etc.  

The course will argue that  these distinctions, and primarily that between work and communication, have been blurred by  the development of new forms of production in which the distinction between work and communication is difficult to maintain. This transformation has been called in turn  “ postindustrialism”, “information society”, “economies of sign and space”, “postfordism”, “network  society”, “cognitive capital” etc.. On the one hand work is increasingly characterized by its immateriality, by its knowledge content, and by the communicative network it generates, on the other hand social relations of communication are increasingly inseparable from the material condition of their mediation. For these reasons media are not simply  means of communication but have to be seen as productive forces, and their analysis is central  to the understanding of late capitalism and of its transformation.

Course Requirements:

All readings will be available in the “Resources” section of the portal. The course will be conducted as a seminar. Great emphasis will be put on class participation. Students are expected to do the reading before class and to be prepared for the discussion on each topic. Comments can be also posted in the online portal before or after classes. A paper is due by the end of the course on a topic selected and discussed with the instructor. The final grade will be based on participation (30%), both in class discussions and online postings, and on the final paper (70%)

Topics and readings:

 9/5
Forms of doing: an introduction

9/19
Work and Action
Hannah Arendt, The Human Condition


Karl Marx, Fragments on the machine

      
 Suggested reading:


Hanna F. Pitkin, The Attack of the Blob: Hannah Arendt's Concept of the Social

P. Virno, General Intellect,( http://www.generation-online.org/p/fpvirno10.htm)

9/26
Manufacturing the book 

Christopher De Hamel, A history of illuminated manuscripts

L. Febvre, H. Martin The Coming of the Book: The Impact of Printing 1450-1800    

   
 Suggested reading: 

David Finkelstein and Alistair McCleery ,An Introduction to Book History
10/3
 The book as medium

Roger Chartier,” The practical Impact of Writing “

Suggested  readings : 

D. Headrick, When Information came of age

Adrian Johns , The Nature of the Book  

10/10
Industrial machine: the mediatization of the body

Anson Rabinbach, The Human Motor, Chapter I, II, III

10/17
The Photography of time and motion

Anson Rabinbach, The Human Motor, Chapter IV

Mary Ann Doane, The Emergence of CinematicTime, Chapter II

Suggested reading:

Harry Braverman, Labor an Monopol y Capital, Part Ir

10/24 
Film and the dialectic of Fordism

P. Wollen, Modern Times, Cinema, Americanism. The robot 

Giuliana Bruno, Atlas of Emotions

Suggested reading:

Jonathan L. Beller, Cinema, Capital of the Twentieth Century

10/31
Television and the work of the spectator    

Sut Jhally, The valorization of consciousness: the political economy of symbolism

Mark Andrejevic, Reality TV: The Work of Being Watched

Suggested reading :

Richard Dienst, Life after Television

11/7
The paradox of post work society

Jeremy Rifkin, The end of work

Richard Sennet , The corrosion of character

Gary Cross, A right to be lazy? Busyness in retrospect

suggested reading:

Aronowitz, De Fazio, The jobless future  

Andre Gorz, Farewell to the working class  

11/14
Knowledge work  

Alan Liu ,The Laws of Cool: Knowledge Work and the Culture of Information

(Chapters 1-3)

11/21
Cognitive  capital

Nigel Thrift, Re-inventing  invention

Alan Liu ,The Laws of Cool. (Chapter 4)

Suggested  reading:

Maurizio Lazzarato Immaterial Labour
 11/28
Cyberspace economy

John Perry Barlow: Selling Wine Without Bottles: The Economy of Mind on the Global Net:

 R. Barbrook, The high- tech gift economy 

Yochai Benkler The Wealth of Networks (Part I)

(http://www.benkler.org/wealth_of_networks/index.php/Download_PDFs_of_the_book)

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor  
 

Suggested reading:

MichaelnH. Goldhaber, The attentionneconomy and the net

Lash and Urry, Economies of signs and space
12/5
Relational economy

J. Donath, D Boyd, Public Display of Connection

Theories/Practices of Blogging Reconstruction Vol. 6, No. 4, 2006

 (    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://reconstruction.eserver.org/064/contents.shtml
)

Danah Boyd , Friendster and Publicly Articulated Social Networking

Suggested reading:

Howard Rheingold, Smart Mobs

 12/12
Circuits of struggle

N. Dyer-Witheford, Cybermarx (Chapters 5-8-9)

Geert Lovink, An Insider Guide to Tactical Media

Suggested readings:

T. Terranova, Free Labour. Producing Culture for the Digital Economy

Geert Lovink, The principle of notworking

12/19
Paper due

