Outline

Questions and Concepts

Relationship of Philosophy to empirical science

spin off sciences

nothing but the hardest questions left for philosophy 

· Wittgenstein & metaphor

· Carey and social construction

4. Beyond objectivism 

http://www.uia.org/metaphor/metacom_bodies.php?kap=2

The authors show how metaphor reveals the limitations of objectivism, namely the assumption that the world is made of distinct objects with inherent properties and fixed relations between them. In a subsequent paper Lakoff takes the investigation a step further with an extensive exploration of classical assumptions about categories and cognitive models. 

He concludes: "Changing our ideas about categories will require changing our ideas about rational thought, the nature of the mind and its relation to the body, and, in the process, changing our conception of man. Rationality, rather than being disembodied, purely mental, asocial, unfeeling and mechanical, is something which essentially involves the body, the senses, the emotions, social structure, interactions with other people, the imagination, and the capacity for idealization and for understanding based on the totality of experience. And the use of many partial models, some of which are inconsistent with each other, to comprehend experience is not irrational, but rather fits the paradigm of human rationality." (Categories and Cognitive Models, 1982) 

This does not necessarily imply that objectivist categories and models should be abandoned. It does suggest that these constitute only one form of language and that there are others on whose resources society can draw at this critical time. 

-----------------------------------------------

infused w/ ideology

scholarship – what's studied, what's not 

comparison to journalism – objectivity 

So what? Pure research?  

Marx – understanding vs. changing

Adorno – Critical Theory's role 

Critical Theory “is not just a research hypothesis which shows its value in the ongoing business of men. It is an essential element in the historical effort to create a world which satisfies the needs and the powers of men… the theory never aims simply at an increase of knowledge as such. Its goal is man’s emancipation from slavery.”

Reality Based club vs. shaping reality

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reality-based_community
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/10/17/magazine/17BUSH.html?ex=1255665600&en=890a96189e162076&ei=5090&partner=rssuserland
The aide said that guys like me were ''in what we call the reality-based community,'' which he defined as people who ''believe that solutions emerge from your judicious study of discernible reality.'' I nodded and murmured something about enlightenment principles and empiricism. He cut me off. ''That's not the way the world really works anymore,'' he continued. ''We're an empire now, and when we act, we create our own reality. And while you're studying that reality -- judiciously, as you will -- we'll act again, creating other new realities, which you can study too, and that's how things will sort out. We're history's actors . . . and you, all of you, will be left to just study what we do.''

Horkhiemer Figuring out the right research questions 

1. ritual/transmission

2. Broadcast vs. dialogue

Past, Present, Future

Plato – Nature of Society in order to treat it

Normative Assertions

Spectrum of action

prior and antecedent

Passive vs. active force

Prior - 


Sci-fi, Space of Possibilities


Philo of mind – Thought experiments, what-if scenarios (just-so stories), boundary condtions


Neuroscience


CS


Info Science


Engineering – software radio, etc 

Media Lab,

ITP 

New Media Art

Wikimania – Where are the critical theorists? 


Art, Law, Science, Engineering

Europe – Ars Electronica 

Proximity of fields

Architecture – Jameson – Builings going up, one way or antoher


Design & Ideology, 

Balance of Knowledge, Communication, and Power

Hypothetical Constructs + Critiques

Exercise of theory. 

Different standards of objectivity: Lucas' paper. BBC – skeptical objetcivity

Academic Freedom and Tenure Disputes

Communicating is an active activity, not a passive one. Expression creates experiences in the 

�	 Horkheimer (1972), p. 246.





